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SUBJECT: "L" Project

™ i The Director, Room 126, Administrstion Building,0:
Strategic Services, Washington, D.C. - %

Lt. Comdr. Willis A. Murphy, MC., USNR

Purpose: To secure an efficient rapidly acting poison which would *
produce Eeath when orally administered. )

Introduction: The deadliest poisons known at the present time are
cysnide, aconitine and nicotine. Very minute quantities of the latter
two substances are sufficient to produce a fatal outcome in hunan beings.
However, the duration of acticn usually lasts over* an hour. Cyanide on
the other hand acts within ter minutes. The minimum lethal dose is a-
bout five grains.

The present "L" Agent used in this organization is a large (20grain)
tablet of potassium cyanide enclosed in a heavy metal foll, I is de-
signed to be carried in the mouth and can be swallowed with impunity pro-
viding the covering is intact. In crder to secure the desired effect
the subject must first bite thwrough the metal covering after which the
tablet is swallowed which permits the cyanide to come in contact with the
mucous membranes of the stomach. although we have no first hand reports,
it seems reasonable to sssume that a considerable amount of chewing might
he necessary to expose enough of the material and, consequently, if the
irdividual bent on self-destruction wes under surveillance his attempts
might easily be thwarted.

In view of these considerations Colonel Missal requested that an
investigetion be conducted in order to secure a more suitable prepara-
tion,

Results: It occurred to the writer that inasmuch as potassium cy-
anide is readily soluble in weter and that such a solution is quite
stable; that we should employ a saturated solution of this agent and
that 1t should be put up in individual ampules each containing about
ten minims of solution; the dosage of potassiim cyanide irn each smpule
would approximate eight grains. E.R. Squibb and Company, who collabor-
ated with us on Project "K", sgreed to undertake the manufacture of
these containers. They were also requested to cover each ampule with
special sleeving so that when the ampule was held concealed in the mouth
there would be less risk of its slipping from place or its accidentally
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BROADWAY AT 32nd. STREET * NEW YORX |,NY.
March 26, 1049

Ear)
General Donovan, /
Ghief of mratoglo Bervioes, J“; j)m,,m

. Spe:

Washington, D, -
) - a [ ot L s B LW
DeRr Biri a = Nia

Some time last Dacenbar (I'm not sure of the exaot daty)
I arranged with Oaptain Hollander in Miami, Florida to come to
oAmp on the basim that my transportagipn both ways would be paid,
T wAR to oome to waeghington, attand '8 osmg reaturn home at
govarnmant oxgsung. and 1P notified T wam @ iglblo I was t0o pay my
own expanees baok, In the event T was found not satiafactor
would of oourae not raturn but in the meantime I“wnuld have been
reimburaed for any expenae inourred to and from ~3° oamp,

T went to "B" ocamp but instead of returning home at once,
I inquired if it would be all right for me to proceed to "G oAmp
ginoe 1 waa fras to do go, particularly when I underatood I would
gat & tgn day leave prior to my forelgn aasignwent, Thia plan
geamed to planasa averybhody, the onlﬁ regret heing apparently that
Mr. Kline alao was not able to do the same, aa thare waa 4 special
aaalgnmant waiting for ua if we oould leave quiekly.

1 ramainad at "0" camp until about MAvrch T, st whloh Lime
1 wag onlled to Weahington and informed that 1 ocould not meat the
requiremanta and Lhat I would be granted & raleise. IL was suggeatod
that parhaps 0, D, could uae e hut arfter loaking into the altuation
1 falt that I aould not Afford o Lake the work because T have to
support & wife and four aohildren.

T underatood that ope of the reasons for my release was thire
T did not eaven qualify at "8° ocamp, T felt, thearefore, that I wase
entitled to transpertation homa and the propsr form wae £illed out amd
approved by tha propar authorities and presanted to Special Funds.
Due to & teohnioality, Bpeuial Fundas 4id not nfprsve and so unless
you oan Ao momething about 1L, this teonnioality costs we #55 vo whioh
T helieve T am Justly entitled.

Further, 1 aaked for but waa «iven no real reason why I
fatled to qualify. My work Laounlaﬂll{ wai adpitted to be satisfastery
and apparantly something in my peracnality indicated tiat 1 would have
A1frLoulty patting along with paople, 1L saanms, howaver, to be a
military maoret and alao T am too o0ld (42) and tog umsed to Leing my Own
boas ta be able to change and hance do not merit uatng told, the fast
Lthat T am vary muoh intereated in improving myaelf being negligivle.

DIRECT UNDLRORQUND PASHAGLE 10 FPENNSYLVANIA STATIOM AND ALL SUBWAY LINES
One Hlack to Figeh dieine P e Mate Mudding
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Of oourse, you have no way of knowing how.many ¢
nave tried to get into aome real war orrorﬁ‘butnrnixod, o
to myopia. When therefore I was willing to.le i
period and live ander trying oondhttonu*inttttaeot'uﬁwx" >
safety and oomfort, I feel that 1t 1s no more than right vo €Xpe
reimbursement a&s per agreement and advice &8 to how I could tes
better Amerioan.

gSincerely yours

fnzéiif /Ly&:;yzééz/t4ﬂdfzn_,

L. W, Llrlén
910 Santiago 8treet
Gorel Gables, 34, Floridn

DIRECT UNDERGROUND PASSAGE TO PENNSYLVANIA STATION AND ALL SUBWAY LINES
One Block to Fif'th Avenue and Fmpire State Bulding
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a‘.

i Bubsoguans o Jeesipt ﬁt‘ JOUP letier o

She Diveetor, wo received o 4 ':t"rnn 0uF P

pnm sonaeming iideutenans Lu hey N

¢ Ideusenant Lul&'i »utnum

aonsiderstion hr the various itefa of Wi

bus unlfortunasely e Yasenay exiuts Lin -uns MQ}I
e of

Lasak's qualifications and oxperionse wom)d

Ubilined a% this time, I am sdvised

Kcopln will got in Voush wish Lisute

im of Whe above, Should a suisable vesan z dovelep
within the nexs few moaths they will num-:' Wim direeily,

On behimlS of the Direnser, m

z&mora appresistion for your :Mcni &'!n ﬂl. nm Qt‘ W
ZONGY

hinserely,
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REV: FLARIAN B BibkY £:M,8: PARTARN

aPeanclicin e alhers o.M, C. f

HEHENEDTABY B N Y:

1188 BBNBRERR BTREET
Magoh I,I943

Prigedier General william J.Bounovan
Pirector 0rfiee of gorategle Bervices,

Washington 25 B.U,

pPaa)y Generalt

Graatings and the very pest of health and luek vo

you | 1 do hope phat yeu ape well ung pight in there prugging?

Bome time Rgo==Deo.90h 1O pe exaale=I R84 BOWE gorreapondence

with you eoncerning 8 YOUlR men of wine=Lt.John JaBuke,whon I

auggenated Tor your daparbuent,

Hinge that time the LuL, WeA anlled te New York

and tnberviewed al Ghe ofTlas of e jor w.rnra@uﬂnu@wever,iu aplte

of the feoh Lhat he WHA told Lhet 1o would Luke poBRibly 4 oF §

weaks hefors ha would he pobiried, the youug uai puan't reseived

apy word whaleoevelr,
Will you kindly leb we KROW juat what nappaned %o

phia geae 91 ahall be wead gratatul uenarul,
With kindeat yegurds apd beat wighea,

dtuuupaly’yuuv "

: ; ¢
Aﬂ/(:ﬁ ok lylbvece |
ev,florian JvBRLLY Pehi U
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Brigudioi:donorul william J.Donovean,
. 0ffice of Strategic Services
Weshington,D.C.

Dear General:
It was indsed a real pleasure to receive your

most cordial letver.Thank you very kindly for the spirit

manifested therein.
May I esk you to give me a general ildea
of the purticular nerritory of work,which your cotfice has

to oover ? This will be of much help for the future in

gulding me in my correspondence with you,.Yor after all,

General,l'm golng to take you up on the kind invitation

you extended wel
wishing you the best,
Siucerol UL,
S Gl e,
oy, frorian C.BL1ly OuluC.
£.8.I have a youngest brother o1 mine serving es Cheplein
with the VIIIth alr yoroe in snglund,lie's been there

for some Lime now.,maybe he oan porlorm 8o01e mission
for you soumetlme--1lu returts ror the good deed?

A

3
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1108 grond li *
Sekensctady 8, Now !o

Deay Fasher MIAYI

T am VYT & shat you tolt ttu:g:: ﬁi%%;
0 Ne lo‘.'lﬂ&lﬁ E{ 'ohzafisno ‘
ersonnel sople ® 4 RN °“‘
. "3 :g oa:regzuat Ne @ gllnior
bR ght he O
::dq%:lggtgﬁ‘tgg; 'hi;hu:tw'htu svery sonaidvre &

Plenne 40 not nesisese ‘vhztx‘: t:'#:‘tg
4f thers are sny othar mutters ln
assiotance,

aiaeerely)

J. Loavven
M eover
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Sainls Cgu'l and Mathodins Church n:“m £é

MEY. FLERIAN 8. BiLiY B8.:M.8, PABTAR

ePranciscan alathes o.M.C.

N80 CONARERS BTREET BOHENEBTABY B, N.Y,

Nov.29 ' L9 4y

Brigadier General Wm,Donovan,
0fflce of Strateglc Services
United 8tataes War Departuent,
wWashington,D.0.

Deur General Donovan:

Greetings wud tha’beat of heulth and luek
to you! Ho,l'm not a persounl or ouifioiul soquaintanee of
yours,but your Jjob and your uuwme are aurfieient reuson for
mwe to wish you well uud be T'ree to say so.itlght %

Thera's u young urmy man 1oy purlsh by the aane ot Iat.Lt.
John J.lesuk,who hug usked mo to try und hely hdn get into

the dtrateglo Servives Depurtmenl of the Aray,...U the pragent
Limes he's stulloned at the Qohonectudy sruy dervices lorcea
LepOlest whioh plugo hm surl's you ohu obtain 1l his record,
Iunpmich ob Lo undorslundo-bousddes auwrloub-the Sloval,scolish,
tnd nrftilinted 5 ov lRpunges | Ghought Ghat you might be uble
Lo uso hilm Lo oo advnbugo v oo Lagtend of wrning Lo sowe
ol my nojuniantancoes Llaw Jonntor cond,ol denntal Wagner , ol

Congrossant nemrney,  Laousht 1L oulght ox,edlle mutiers by just

goling Lo you alroutly,

Wty Lobo fovored with youl kind regyly ¢

Jincerouly yours,

Moo oser, CLlly e

dov.iFlorian C.uilly v.M.C,

S \  ——ey .“W‘

iy

" . — i
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- 0. BLLLY OuMeOi

FTIVT Qgt:'tgzrtzthod us Chureh
190 Congvens

xtgganosgav 3, New York

Desr Father BLLLIYU

very glad that you fuls fres %o vrite
s R
e 1 % %0 have him SPARSe
‘o seo whather it esn be workﬁd ou 1 e ro's avAtr
ferred %0 Our organisution. He seem ! AR v
p nioh might be of Antepess | »
2:«“::1§§t::‘tzggnrnly show nis evary aousidersation,

; : agsin
stse 40 not hesitute to wrltq 10 ne

L1 thers agt any othar mvtters in whioh L ean Be of
asRiatanon,

ginosrely,

william 7, Tkme'van
b Direstoy

._‘i al

CABI R} ogDp
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Ky dear Mrs. larson:

abaenee Ooheral Denewan,
letter of :’3 ltt::aabw 1.9&1‘:r was referret o 4
for reply,

Hajor Harold P, Larsoa's sarisl Bumber and

proper address, acoording to our reoords, are ap
followst

Major Harold P, Larsen

ASH OLOB80G

Hae Ares "i" (0G), 0SS Detuekment (Maim)
APO 7413, /0 Postmaster

New York, Hew York

If this office oan de of further assintanse

to you, pleonas feel f'res to communionte direstly with
Use

Sinseroly,

A lm
ieut., U
hief, Seeretariay,

o
L
o

.




Q. M
o > o
m,%
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BUTTRTE W P
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» 4 e ﬁa’te.‘mumn if

To Mmm.._mm..m

1l Attached 1s & prepessd letter
Shy %o the mesher of Vapvaia
¥. Larsen, 00 killed in
Getien everscas preda
I laster part of August 1544,

a4, We were latermed yoaterday
that the War Department hajy nstiried
the next of kin,

Js  No aperatiena) seourity is
- lavolved,

|

e Gl

ilat Liﬁu‘.. AUS

SECRET

cf e telariag

: 1R000100260002-4
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My doar Rys, Lavsen)

lu;u .:i :3&-" !&i‘&.&m mﬁu %ﬁnﬁi‘.? A |
oveie .

Hay L ssnvey to you bosh porienally sei da:
Donrls of yo\’sr son'n othw':mout % sedn Agel
dospent synpnihy. :
vibile L reulise 4t susned Juosen yowr prief,
I should iike yew e know She respeet wish wiish yoar
son was rogarded An Whls Agomey. Ne wia mw!pl; ‘
Wy his fellew sfrioers snd men for the Mm&{ aad
soursgesun manasr in whieh he pertfermed hin dutles,

wWith full appresiation of tho exhand of youwr
lonn and ny sinaere respeds, I sa

Yory ninscraky yourd,

"

PUGLIEABIPKTEREGON

% ;ggé._«ﬁs.’v;fx
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TO1 Nrigadier General William A Dpnnvum'
FROM1 John 0, Hughes

I attach a short memorandum from DeVsochi
to me, whioh I think you will find of interest,
I oannot vouch for Mr, Gerli's information, but his
report of the general gossip here in New York i
interesting about Poletti and General O'Dwyor, Also,
if Laduardia is to go to Italy you may cmre to 1ive
consideration to this suggestion that the position
of 08i dn Italy should be disoussed with him prior to
hia departure,

CIA-RDP13X00001R000100260002-4
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INTEROFFICE ' MEMO'
MR« JOUN 8, NUGHHY
HOBERT Deviooi: C\erSme” *

When Mr. Paaline Gevll was in ¢ effles yagterday,
e dlroieged the queation of Mayor Latiuardis godng to Ibaly,
Mo Gerll sald Lhet he hed been old that Mayor LaUuardia's
nppalntment, olther an o eivilian o» ag Oonerel in the Army,
wad 8LLLL belng consldersd In Waalingbon, and that o definite
deetaton vauld be veuehed Bhorbly afher the elechions,

TW o eppears, Lhat Leluardla will on'y aoceph the
Apoatnlmenh {0 Waghlogbon witl preand hdm vertaln powers whieh
he Teelp are necensary in order Le petigtuotorily dissnnpye
e aul lep,

Faomtle il te sdvipable Lo t1y Lo sdesctnin In Waehing=
Pott 18 May o lalasedte (g euliy Lo Ttaly and, tr HBy LO arrangs
P have either Gegoval Doanovan en Ceslannl Huxtan, or pomeetie
elre 1o the prpant, al oy el e Wim nna sitplain Lhe work Lhat
Phle neeney e dotng, depertbing betetly the ael AP amd fhe
Prerpolite ! we have ip Maly, 1L ta deuttrul in e miad, that
he Wipowp ey ol alyagl D, and valhes tian have him learg
chent e Ty, 0 wondd aeam sy s le Lhatl he be talked
Lo pattor ta Wi Tt yre,

FO ey or Lot i ia does B0 Lo Tinly apd somecne thlka
Lo b, then Calape ! Lovin chodad bie adyiged of the date of
hle drpartinee nid s lpg of Lhe talk had i)y tathwvdla, Colens)
Clavin ehenlt te tuatemeted T vall wet hig an nreival,

Mite vl slpo srld thatl Lhe rplieral popaip here in
New York o to Ihe ef'foct that. Colonel tolettd ie teity ootis
pldered ap the Demoerat o catidldete for 1 he Foverhorekip of
New Yorl, awt {hat Gene ol Olheyer, who hpp revent Ly relurnead
Do e by ,wl it oy g0 bach to ftnly and wt1l Yo the Demossatie
cotdidatie or Mayor of New York n® the nest wleotion,

-
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OFFICE OF

STRATEGK
OFRICIAL Dl'PATdH _ ; et
REC'D 10/36/84. 4

OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
~ T PISTRIBUTION

\w'!

FOn INFORIMATION

~CONFIRMATION TO ORIGINATOR)

N o 1 DIRECTOR, EPCREIMRTATy JMGKUDER
ot GimsToN D o "ITDT0, FETO, X2

T
s

“we oonEamEN? RINTING (WPICE 10 ATNNE=Y

TRANSMITTED IN CODE OR CIPHER |

CONFIDENTIRE |

¢43171. To Toulrin from Cheston, it referance to your #39901.
ta ad intermreting your abovo mesange to mean that
ML Jore Ifl‘:‘ﬂl‘"ﬁ’g tranafor ia nov in effact. I had asked Colonel
Huppner to dl-1 ten Lanterman to Cairo put requested that re was
"t to be tri wferred until ve received the complete particul.ro
ragarding the © ara for Lanterman's release. o have not received
this ranort tc dnta,. ‘le will gend it on tn Yyou -hen 1t arrives
vnlasa you nctify us that tho facts are already in the possession

of G2, Ut JE. Pleage inforn us about this.

CONFIDENTIA
a@w‘ - LONHBE [

Top 10/18/44 6122 PM |NITIALS OF - RELEASING" OFFICER

1T 18 FORMDDEN TO COPY OR REPRODUCE 1HIS CABLE
WITHOUT Al:TllezATION FROM THBE SECRETARLIAT

'-'ﬁ"“llr"vp!
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES :

DISTRIBUTION

FOR AGFION) woR '|l‘§?3?‘if*i”|"6ﬂb’ ’

DIRECTOR
WDT0 i "y mmm : 1%

RECEIVED IN CODE OR CIPHER

0 ) GOTERNARAT PNINTING O9F108 18- RTROA=T

#39901, Inskip to Dodd.

Heppnar, at Xandy, has been asked by Toulmin to
tranafer Mjor Jeok V. Lanterman to (88, Cairo, in order that
M may be further tranaferrod to 0«2, USAFIME, Cairo. lanterman
is here and hin trancfar is in procesnns of baing effented now.
Thin mossage is intonded to advise you that we are taking
the requisite consent for granted, on the respansibility of
the ohief of 0BG, Cairo, Ool, Mekin, G=-2, has been anxious %o
obtain Major Lanterman, In order to obtain the utmont advantage
‘from doing Col. Makin this favor, we felt it would bu best to
arrange the transfer as soon as posaidla. lantersan’s serial
number is 0-389774. R g 1.}
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Janterran pay 30 on to Jalro as you hava ordered but we
eannct oomapleto hiw transfor papors as you asked in your #7474 until
we kunow tho nature of his misoonduot. Althoniﬂ your #5687 initimatoed
thot hie offonso was of a serioua naturo, we have not ac yet recoived

\Jthu qetailod report nentioned in that nessaje. Kindly sdvice us as
goon uu posalblo the date on \hloh 1t wes ocont.

GECRET

2OLs 10/10/44 731482 pan.

.o‘ » - ¢ RL S| ‘
AN
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RANSMITTHED ﬂN QOD! 25 EIPHI

AH064L  TO USTRAVIC, LONDON  OUT B4dh.

#31424. TO CASERTA, ITALY ouT 8444.
ACTION: LONDON. INFORMAT ION: CASERTA. FOR JJ/001
FROM UH/001 .

AFTER SLVERAL CONFLRENCES XITH 109 1T NAS NETERWINED THAT
GILARDI AND LANZA SHOULD NOT RETURN TO CB/LAND AND THAT THEIR SERVICES
T
'“MWTWIHIS HAS BEEN DONE. AS OF APRIL SIXTH “ITH THRTY DAYS
NOTICE. LETTERS OF COWGENDATION BY 109 MRE GIVEN THEV. THEY *RE
INFORVED THAT 1ut. TO REORGANIZATION IN CB/LAND IT WAS 1WPQSSIBLE TO
USE THEIR SERVICES.

TOD: 1936 9 APRIL 4Y JAC JB WGRT LMS RAP

e ATy JBECRET
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ACE | OAN FIND NO

o/
AFTER INVESTIGATION HERE OF GILARDY G
JUSTIFICATION FOR PEFUB\NG Hig RETURN TO THEATER, 1T I8 ALSO FELT

THAT LANZA'S GERVICES, WHICH ARE IMMEDVATELY NEEDED N THEATER WOULD
BE LERS EFFECTIVE NITHOUT GILARDL, AQULD YOU PLEASE GECURE TCA AND

AIR FRIORITY FOR CARLO GILARDI AND ANGELO LANZA DV TRAVIA.
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11 May 1944

President, Dixon Ryan Fox
College Grounds
Boh aneclady, New York
Doar Dr. box:
I have received your letter of ley uixth
and reulize the diffioculties y.u will necessarily
encountor in finding o man to carry on Professor
Lassam's work with you.
I a4, preciute your wotives in agreeing to
Il releass and npouve y u that the greatest .
potisible use will bo wade of his bmokyr und and
aubiiitien,

Sincaeroly yours,

William Jo Donovan
Dirsstor




{ gp),;qﬂzjbwmmy) :ﬁ‘ :
PP
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UNION COLLEOE

SGHENLETADY, NEW YORK
OFFIGE OF THE PRESIBENY

Moy 6, 1944

Gelonel Williem J. Donovan,
0f{ice of Btrategioc Hervioes,
Washington, D. 0.

My dear Oolonal Donovant

I have your letier of May 3rd and have glven L\ very osreful
wbtention. I hiave talked with Profemwer Langsam, snd though he did
not feel he could divulge the exact oharacter of tho aspignment, I
aame to realise thal it wes of high and ordtionl importence. I oannot
gonoesl from you that Dr. Langeenm's depaviure is & real embarrassment
Lo the work of the (ollcgm) Wui we are rendy to undertake the necessary
readjuntmentn Lo wake ponaible this mpecial porviow to the war effort.

Ooz'c?ialiy ym:rsa,
el

1xon Ryan Fox,
Prenident.
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Prasident Dixon Ryen Foa
Cellege Grounds
gohenectady, New York

Dear Dr. Foxi

Dre Velter "'“1"“ nes told you ef ouwr Lalks
with his and of our greal pecd for hia to oome and
work with w rt?ht. avay. Yo have i aind @ scific
responaibility for which nie traiuing prosn anily
£ite hlw. Ve convasped the £ield of posnibilities
vefore we talked with him st all, end he wis wasily
the outetanding msn for the post.

iie knowledge of the qolities of Central Eupe
ope during the peat peversl yoars, nin enelgy and hi
brosd agabilitlee cuaklfy alie to take holll of Gerasd
anterisl which aust be civen Jireotion apd pointed
culei 1y snd grecinely nto s ailitery Sremework, AS
f think you xnow, tola de s agency of the Joiat
Chiefs of {'infi, she 41l our wors le dolie ander dlvetie
fve 1roa thed,

Lf Di. Longeaa loAves you srrangesents vill
Reve (o by made by you for a subal dum.,. W 80T
for Lasl lhvonvenlenve, YoU @&y La aure, hovever :
wg would not sak for him on sudden notice unless {Jm
vere & vital and urguint need.

Yery shnserel) yours,

willies J. Donovan
pPirector
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